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Vanishing World

Vanishing World is a visual journey into 
some of the world’s most vulnerable 
cultures, traditions and landscapes.

For more than thirty-five years, Danish 
art photographer Christian Nørgaard has 
travelled to remote corners of the world to 
document people and communities whose 
lives are still closely connected to nature, 
faith, ritual and ancient traditions. From 
the, Omo Valley in Ethiopia, Nagaland 
and Varanasi in India to Myanmar, Nepal, 
Angola, Namibia and North Vietnam, the 
exhibition portrays a world in transition-
and in many places, a world slowly 
disappearing.

The art portraits are created on location, 
without a studio, artificial setup or staging. 
They are photographed in the light (in a 
few cases, with a simple flash)  spaces 
and moments that were naturally present. 
This gives the images a particular honesty, 
intimacy and sense of presence.

The exhibition is not a romanticization of 
the past, nor a criticism of the modern 
world. Rather, it is a respectful reminder 
that cultural identity, faith, craftsmanship, 
adornment and ways of life are part of our 
shared human heritage.

Vanishing World invites the audience 
to encounter people whose faces carry 
traces of time, pride, belief, beauty and 
survival. It is an exhibition about what 
we risk losing-but also about the dignity, 
strength and beauty that still exist within 
cultures living close to the land, the rivers, 
the animals and their traditions.

A quiet, powerful and deeply visual story 
of a world in change.

The exhibition is generously supported 
by Zeiss and Sandisk, to whom Christian 
extends his deepest gratitude.



 Heritage

Heritage lives in detail.

In woven cloth, colour, ornament 

and gesture, identity is carried with 

grace and pride. Each element 

becomes part of a larger story — a 

quiet language of memory, beauty 

and belonging passed from one 

generation to the next.



Threads of the Mountains 
Location: Na Khuong, North Vietnam
People: Lu Tribe

Woven by hand and 
shaped by generations, 
the clothing reflects a 
life closely connected to 
family, land and the rhythm 
of the highlands.

A powerful visual identity is expressed 
through color, detail and tradition. Each 
element carries memory, beauty and the 
quiet strength of a culture passed from 
one generation to the next.

Red Spirit 
Location: Na Khuong, North Vietnam
People: Red Dao Tribe



Dressed in clothing shaped by daily life, 
memory and tradition, she carries the quiet 
beauty of the Lu people-a living expression 
of heritage, dignity and belonging.

Woven Light 
Location: Na Khuong, North Vietnam
People: Lu People



 Passage

Life follows the rhythm of water.

Along rivers and lakes, daily life 

unfolds through fishing, farming, 

trade and movement. These images 

reflect a world where water is both 

road and memory — carrying survival, 

patience and tradition from one 

generation to the next.



Between the temples of Bagan, farmers 
work the land with tools passed down 
through generations, carrying forward 
a life shaped by simplicity, endurance 
and hard work.

Between Temples and Earth 
Location: Bagan, Myanmar

The Ayeyarwady River is the lifeline of 
Myanmar — a meeting place, a trade route 
and a source of survival for those who live 
along its banks.

Lifeline 
Location: Bagan, Myanmar
People: Myanmar



In the first light of dawn, fishermen glide 
across the still waters of Inle Lake — a quiet 
moment where silence, balance and tradition 
move together with the morning mist.

In the First Light 
Location: Inle Lake, Myanmar



Evening Harvest 
Location: Mandalay, Ayeyarwady River, 
Myanmar

A fisherman follows the rhythm of the 
water, the light and the quiet patience of 
generations who have lived along its banks.



 Traces

Every mark carries a memory.

The painted dots, patterns and 

handprints of the Suri people form a 

visual language of identity, beauty and 

belonging. Across skin and expression, 

tradition becomes visible — not as 

decoration alone, but as a trace of 

presence, pride and cultural memory.



Dignity 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Suri

Delicate dots of paint 
mark the face with beauty, 
rhythm and quiet strength. 
In each detail lives a 
visual language of identity, 
tradition and presence.

Across the face, small painted marks 
become more than decoration — they 
carry grace, belonging and the powerful 
expression of a culture shaped by beauty, 
ritual and identity.

Silent Marked 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Suri



Living Ornament 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Suri

Carrying quiet strength, 
beauty and powerful visual 
tradition, the image reflects 
a culture where adornment, 
presence and identity are 
deeply connected.

White Imprint 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Suri

White handprints rest 
against the skin like traces 
of memory and touch — a 
quiet expression of identity, 
presence and the deep 
connection between body, 
spirit and tradition.



Painted Strength 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Suri

Marked by strength and 
dignity, the image reflects 
a culture where body 
painting is both identity 
and expression.



 Origins

Few places in the world reveal the 

bond between people, nature and 

culture as powerfully as Ethiopia’s 

Omo Valley.

Here, life is shaped by the land, the 

river, the cattle and the traditions 

carried forward with pride and 

dignity. In a world of constant 

change, these portraits reflect a way 

of life rooted in identity, resilience 

and a deep connection to the 

origins of human presence.



The Omo River is a gateway to life and 
survival — a timeless passage that has 
carried people, cattle and traditions for 
thousands of years, and continues to 
shape daily life along its banks.

Lifeblood 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Mursi

At dawn, the village slowly wakes to 
another day. The tribe prepares to lead its 
cattle out onto the open plains, following 
a rhythm that has shaped daily life for 
generations.

Here Comes the Sun 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Karo



A quiet moment where the vast 
landscape becomes part of his 
presence — still, distant and shaped 
by the silence of the Omo Valley.

Beyond the Horizon 
Location: Omo Valley, Ethiopia
People: Mursi



 Kinship

Kinship is carried in gestures, in 

silence and in the bonds between 

generations.

Among the Hamar and Arbore 

people, identity is shaped through 

family, tradition and a deep sense 

of belonging. These portraits 

reflect lives connected not only by 

blood, but by land, memory and 

the quiet strength of community.



 Reflection 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Hamar

Kinship 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Arbore

Hair is one of the strongest 
markers of identity, beauty 
and social status. Each 
community carries its own 
traditions, and a hairstyle 
often tells a deeply 
personal story.

A face shaped by tradition 
and dignity, and by a life 
closely connected to land, 
cattle and community.



Arbore Grace 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Arbore

She carries beauty, 
strength and identity 
through traditional 
adornment and quiet 
presence.



 Rooted

Identity grows from the earth.

Adornment, age, strength and 

stillness come together as signs 

of belonging. These portraits 

reflect lives shaped by land, 

tradition and resilience — where 

beauty is inseparable from 

memory, pride and place.



 Shelter 
Location: Ethiopia
People: Hamar

Stillness 
Location: Angola
People: Mucubal

In a simple space, dignity 
and presence become 
their own kind of light.

In her presence lives both 
strength and stillness — 
shaped by sun, land and 
tradition, and carried with 
quiet dignity.



Majesty
Location: Angola
People: Zemba

In her presence lives 
both dignity and grace 
— shaped by tradition, 
ornament and the quiet 
strength of a culture 
carried with pride.



 Adorned Pride 
Location: Angola
People: Zemba

Dreaming Earth  
Location: Namibia
People: Zemba

Beauty is carried with 
silence and pride — 
adorned by tradition, 
shaped by identity and 
held with quiet dignity.

In sleep, her presence 
remains deeply rooted in 
the land — quiet, graceful 
and untouched by the 
noise of the world. A 
moment of rest becomes 
a portrait of dignity, beauty 
and belonging.



 Dignity 
Location: Namibia
People: Himba

Belonging 
Location: Angola
People: Mwila

Her beauty carries 
the quiet strength of 
age and tradition — a 
presence shaped by 
time, dignity and the 
land she belongs to.

A living expression of 
identity, tradition and 
belonging — where 
beauty is not decoration 
alone, but a quiet 
language of heritage 
and cultural memory.



 In Bloom

Beauty unfolds through tradition.

The young Suri girls carry flowers 

and adornment with a natural grace, 

revealing a world where innocence, 

dignity and cultural identity meet. 

These portraits speak not only of 

youth and beauty, but of becoming 

— of belonging to something older, 

deeper and beautifully alive.



Inner Strength 
Location: Omo, Ethiopia
People: Suri

Carrying quiet strength and 
dignity, she reflects the 
powerful visual traditions 
of the Suri people, where 
adornment and identity are 
deeply connected.

Marked by beauty, presence and 
tradition, she reveals the grace of 
a Suri woman, shaped by a culture 
where body adornment is both 
expression and belonging.

Suri Grace 
Location: Omo, Ethiopia
People: Suri



In her gaze lives both calm and strength-a 
quiet reminder of the enduring spirit, 
beauty and identity of the Suri people.

Her Quiet Gaze 
Location: Omo, Ethiopia
People: Suri



 Ancestors

The past remains present.

These portraits carry the weight of 

memory, courage and inherited 

identity. In every expression, there is 

a sense of lives shaped by history — 

stories once lived through action, now 

held in silence, dignity and time.



Echoes of the Warrior
Location: Nagaland / India 
/ Myanmar
People: Headhunters

In his face lives the 
memory of a warrior 
culture shaped by courage, 
identity and ancestral pride 
— a world where every 
mark carried a story.



Mountain Memory
Nagaland / India / Myan-
mar 
People: Headhunters

Marked by time, tradition 
and silence, he carries the 
presence of a generation 
whose stories belong to 
the mountains.



The Elder
Location: India / Myanmar
People: Headhunters

A quiet strength remains 
in his gaze — shaped by 
history, belonging and 
the fading echoes of an 
ancient warrior tradition.



Across the Borderlands
Location: Nagaland / India 
/ Myanmar
People: Headhunters

His presence speaks of 
memory, resilience and 
a culture once defined 
by warrior traditions, now 
carried forward through 
stories, faces and time.



 Earthbound

The land carries its own memory.

In the faces of the San People lives 

an ancient knowledge shaped by 

silence, patience and survival. These 

portraits speak of a deep connection 

to nature, where wisdom is not written 

in books, but held in the body, the 

gaze and the landscape itself.



Ancient Light
Location: Namibia
People: The San People

A timeless presence 
emerges — rooted in 
nature, shaped by patience 
and connected to the 
oldest rhythms of life.



In the eyes rests a reflection of ancestry, 
resilience and a culture whose knowledge 
is written into the land itself.

Ancestral Light 
Location: Namibia
People: The San People

Guided by ancient knowledge, the San 
carry a quiet wisdom shaped by land, 
silence and survival.

Grounded 
Location: Namibia
People: The San People



A quiet dignity speaks through 
generations of knowledge and a deep 
understanding of the land that has 
sustained them for centuries.

The Old Ways 
Location: Namibia
People: The San People

In the stillness of the landscape, 
memory lives in the face — a trace 
of stories, footsteps and traditions 
carried through generations.

Desert Memory 
Location: Namibia
People: The San People



Earth Wisdom
Location: Namibia
People: The San People

Silence is not empty here. 
It carries wisdom, resilience 
and the quiet strength of a 
people deeply connected 
to nature.



 Faith

Faith is not always spoken.

It appears in symbols, rituals, silence 

and devotion — in the fragile space 

between the visible world and what 

cannot be seen, but deeply felt.



The Cross
Location: Omo Valley, 
Ethiopia
People: Mursi

Holding her cross close, 
she carries a quiet symbol 
of faith, dignity and 
presence — a moment 
where tradition, belief and 
identity meet in silence.



The Living Goddess
Location: Kumari Ghar, 
Kathmandu, Nepal
Subject: Kumari / The 
Living Goddess

The Kumari is believed 
to embody divine power, 
purity and protection. 
Her presence carries the 
weight of ancient tradition, 
devotion and the fragile 
space between childhood 
and the sacred.



Between Faith and Fire
Location: Omo Valley, 
Ethiopia
People: Mursi

Between protection, faith 
and identity, the Mursi 
carry traditions shaped by 
land, spirit and survival. In 
this quiet moment, strength 
and belief meet in a 
culture where beauty, ritual 
and daily life are deeply 
connected.



River of Tears 
Location: Manikarnika Ghat, 
Ganges, Varanasi, India
Subject: Sadhu

Where life, death and 
devotion meet, the sacred 
river becomes part of 
Varanasi’s eternal rhythm.

A small sign of faith rests close to the 
heart — carrying dignity, silence and 
inner strength. Tradition and belief 
meet in a face shaped by time, grace 
and quiet resilience.

Close to the Heart 
Location: Ziro Valley, Northeast India
People: Apatani



The First Prayer
Location: Shwe Nan Daw 
Monastery, Mandalay, 
Myanmar
Subject: Novice Monk

A life of prayer is still 
unfolding, shaped by 
tradition, humility and the 
gentle strength of belief.



 Sacred Presence

Faith often reveals itself in silence.

These portraits reflect lives devoted 

to prayer, discipline and spiritual 

surrender. Beyond ritual and symbol, 

they speak of an inner world where 

devotion becomes presence, and 

where the sacred is felt through 

stillness, gaze and gesture.



Ashes and Devotion
Location: Varanasi, India
Subject: Holy Men

In the holy city, Aghori 
Mani Baba reflects a 
spiritual path shaped by 
devotion, renunciation 
and a deep connection 
to life, death and the 
sacred Ganges.



Guardian of the Sacred River
Location: Pashupatinath Temple, 
Kathmandu, Nepal
Subject: Holy Men

Dedicated to Lord Shiva, a 
life of devotion unfolds on the 
banks of the Bagmati River — 
where faith, ritual and the cycle 
of life and death are deeply 
connected.



Within
Location: Varanasi, India
Subject: Holy Men

Marked by faith and 
stillness, the image 
reflects a spiritual world 
where the sacred river is 
not only a place, but a 
path through life itself.



The Devoted
Location: Pashupatinath 
Temple, Kathmandu, Nepal
Subject: Holy Men

Near the banks of the 
Bagmati River, prayer and 
silence become part of 
daily life — where centuries 
of Hindu tradition remain 
deeply alive.



Prayers
Location: Pashupatinath 
Temple, Kathmandu, Nepal
Subject: Holy Men

Here, silence and ancient 
rituals flow together 
through daily life, carried 
by devotion and the quiet 
rhythm of the sacred river.



Still Devotion
Location: Varanasi, India
Subject: Holy Men

A quiet presence speaks 
of devotion, discipline 
and a life lived close 
to the mysteries of the 
sacred river.



 Beyond Life and Death
Location: Varanasi, India
Subject: Aghori Sadhu

The Aghori follow one of 
Hinduism’s most extreme 
spiritual paths — living 
close to the cremation 
grounds, where life, death, 
devotion and the search 
for liberation meet in their 
most intense form.

Fading Light 
Location: Pashupatinath 
Temple, Kathmandu, Nepal
Subject: Holy Men

Surrounded by silence and 
devotion, the spirit of faith 
rests quietly in the fading light.



Christian Nørgaard
www.norgaard.art 
art@norgaard.art 


